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Abstract

This study examines the extent to which concepts originating within
specific disciplinary domains can retain their original conceptual
significance when employed in the description of religions.
Adopting an analytical and comparative approach, the research
investigates the concept of tawhid (divine unity), a notion rooted in
Islamic theology, as utilized by al-Biruni in his account of the
religions of India. Attention is given to the intellectual and religious
factors that shaped his theological and historical outlook. The study
explores al-Biruni’s formative intellectual environment, assessing
his transposition of concepts across disciplinary boundaries and
examining his primary sources, including theological (kalam),
philosophical, and Sufi traditions. The findings demonstrate that
theological concepts, such as tawhid, shifted from theological
discourse to become anthropological and descriptive tools. The
study concludes that al-Biruni’s employment of tawhid, within its
philosophical and Sufi dimensions, constituted a conscious
anthropological approach that separated objective historical
description from theological bias. This conceptual invocation,
shaped by his cultural milieu, served as an evaluative tool for cross-
cultural understanding rather than reflecting his personal doctrinal
choices, presenting a methodological pattern applicable to the
broader field of the history of religions.

Keywords: Tawhid; Islamic theology; theological concepts; Indian
religions; al-Biruni; history of religions
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! ‘Abd Allah Ibn al-Mugaffa‘, al-Mantiq, ed. Muhammad Taqi Danishpazhuh (Tehran:
Iranian Philosophical Society, 1978), 1.

2 Ahmad Ibn Taymiyyah, Al-Radd ‘ala al-Mantigiyyin, ed. ‘Abd al-Samad al-Kutubi
(Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Rayyan, 2005), 56-57.
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